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4 | “Mihir-o-Sudhakar” we | Ditto w. vee ane Gr 4 Avcil. 1899 
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; hod ~ aes i 3,000 | Ist April, 4, _ 
7 66 Sanjivani”’ oe ore Ditto eee eee 3 20th Mar, h 99 
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aa Reported Dates of papers received 
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I].—Homst ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) — Police. 


March complains of the prevalence of dacoit 
—— a” villages of Duibseeectl, Jagacha, J aed, 
Dacoities and suspicious deaths Pharsa, &c., in the Howrah district. The police 
ie oe oo are doing their best to trace the dacoits, but have 
hitherto failed. Lately a woman was found lying dead in a dobd; a few days 
later a man was found in a similar condition 1n Ramrajatula. The people are 
iving i larm. 
| a oie Chere Mkt of the 27th March has come to know of three more 
dacoities within the jurisdiction of the Fulpur thana 
Dacoities in the Mymensingh jn the Mymensingh district. The people have been 
— greatly frightened by these dacoities, and the 
authorities ought to take prompt steps to re-assure their minds. Competent 
detectives ought to be employed to investigate dacoity cases. 
3, The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 28th March has learnt with regret 
that, in spite of the vigilance of the Government 
Recrudescence of dacoity in gnd the Police, cases of dacoity are increasing in 
— number from year to year in Bengal. This proves 
that the measures adopted with the view of checking dacoity have not been 
sufficiently strong to put down the evil, and that more effective measures are 
needed. In the following table are given the number of dacoities committed 
in Bengal from the year 1888 to the year 1897 :— 


1888 a oe ae — —— 
1889 as i. ey = ae 
1890 a i) ae ns (aie 
1891 st "0 | 1896 2 ae 
1892 we ae | io tt nem 


The Administration Reports do not give the number for each Division ; 
nor the number district by district. There are some Divisions, such as Rajshahi, 
Bhagalpur and Chota Nagpur, which are more infested by dacoits than others, 
such as the Dacca, Burdwan and Presidency Divisions, 

4, According to a correspondent of the Kangal of the 29th March, 
theft is extremely rife in the village Naodanga in 
Rangpur district, but the police fail to apprehend 
the thieves. 

d. The Hitavadi of the 31st March notices the case of Uday Charan 

HL EOS Ges Chaudhuri, who was charged with bringing » false 
lic. accusation against the Police Sub-Inspector of Onda 
vs thana in the Bankura district. After commenting 

upon the decision of the trying Deputy Magistrate and praising the District 


Judge for his decision setting aside the conviction of the lower Court, the writer 
makes the fullowing observations :— 


“The decision of this just and impartial Judge wins our respect and 
admiration, but what has been done, what punishment has been meted out 
to those police officers who let off a culprit on the payment of a bribe, and 
successfully conspired against an innocent man and had him sent to jail” ? 
According to our correspondent, the Police Inspector is trying his best to 
shield the Sub-Inspector. ‘The Sub-Inspector and his staff are still in their 


posts, but the poor chaukidar who dared to speak the truth has been dis- 
missed. 


_ Prevalence of theft in a village 
in the Kangpur district. 


" If these instances of police oppression are not brought to the notice of the 
police authorities, and if they do not take steps to put a stop to them, it will be 


renege for innocent people to keep their life and honour safe. We pray the 
leutenant-Governor to put a stop to police Oppression. 


6. A correspondent of bs _ pepet complains that the chaukidars of 
i ; opalpur, @ village in the Tippera district, do not 
nw ame. a village in properly do their duty. The chaukidari tax is 


_ regularly collected, but not a month passes but 
Th a 1s committed in the village No theft, however, has yet been traced. 
vulagers are in mortal dread of the badmashes and fear tu report against 
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them to the Police Sub-Inspector when he happens to pay a visit to the 
village. 

7. The Pangarasi writes as follows with reference to the Cawnpore 

cow-killing case :— 
Cow killing by the Cawnpore = We donot know what has been done to the police 
vase constables who have been accused of killing the 
cow. So far as our information goes, the conduct of the Magistrate was praise. 
worthy. If he had not thrown oil over troubled waters, if he had not pacified 
the offended public with soothing words, the natter would have assumed a more 
serious aspect. He acted like a large-hearted official by permitting the dead 
body of the cow to be consigned to the Ganges. It is said that the Musalmans 
of Cawnpore made common cause with the Hindus in this cow-killing incident, 
8. The Bankura Darpan of the Ist April draws attention to the ravages 
which are being committed in the Bankura district 
Wild elephants in the Bankura by three wild elephants, These animals are not 
district. ak oe : 
only inflicting great loss on the cultivators by 
destroying their crops, but are also killing men. On the 25th March last, one 
of them, the largest of the batch, killed a woman. Mr. B. De, the Magistrate, 
has, it is true, issued a proclamation promising a reward of one hundred rupees 
to anyone who will kill one of these animals. But it is idle to expect any 
weak Bengali, unarmed as he is, to face one of these furious creatures even for 
money. Government should send some men from the Keddah Department to 
destroy the animals. 

Y, A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash of the 2nd April complains 
pee | ugainst two dafadars of Nawabgunj in the Dacca 
Complaints against dafadars. = district The dafadar of Buxnagar Union was 

accused of demanding bribes from the chaukidars under him, and of taking 
bribes from other persons. The chaukidars contradicted one another in their 
deposition and were fined 8 annas each. The dafadar has resigned. 

The dasadar of Sonabju Union is said to have wrongfully confined 
Nisikanta Das and Vidvananda Das of Kasunpur and extorted Ks. 10 from 
them before letting them off. Nuisikanta and Vidyananda at first thought 
of prosecuting the dafavar, but a compromise has been made. 


(b)\— Working of the Courts. 


10. The Pratikar of the 2ith March - that, after the abolition of the 
. ost of stipendiary Magistrate in Lalbagh in the 
Par ae aimee ae Murshidabad district, the criminal vate. of that 
trict. Bench was disposed of by a Bench of Honorary 
Magistrates, of which Raja Ranjit Singh Bahadur of Nasipore was the 
Chairman. The Raja has ‘been recently appointed a member of the Bengal 
Legislative Council, and his duties in connection with that office will leave 
him little time to devote to the work of the Lalbagh Bench. Under the 
circumstances, the Magistrate has relieved the Bench of some portion of its 
work by ordering all cases sent up by the police from the Shahanagar, 
Manullabazar, Asanpur and Bhagwangola thanas to be taken to Sadar instead 
of Lalbagh. Some leading residents of Lalbagh and Murshidabad city have 
drawn the Magistrate’s attention to the inconvenience which this arrangement 
will cause, and asked him to keep a stipendiary Magistrate at Lalbagh as before. 
If the Magistrate does not see his way to restore to the Independent Bench the 
jurisdiction it exercised, a stipendiary Magistrate ought again to be appointed 
at Lalbagh, because it will be a serious inconvenience for people to come all the 
way from Bhagwangola, &c., to Sadar to conduct their cases. ) 
11. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 31st March complains 
shh that the Rural Sub-Registrar of Tushbhandar 
POS mgs ccs in the Rangpur within the jurisdiction of the Kaliganj_police- 
station in the Rangpur district treats all who come 
to his cutcherry with scant courtesy. He does not allow anybody to enter his 
cutcherry without his permission, and insults and expels anvone who acts 
otherwise. His ill-treatment has become unbearable pie people fear to come 
near him. He refuses to take more than eight or ten documents every 
day for registration. ‘lo take back a document from his office also requires 
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five to seven days’ attendance. The Sub-Registrar has employed 

7 gr henge on poor bord and they are unable to cope with the work. 
12. The Hitavadi of the 31st March comments upon the decision of the 
Subdivisional Officer of Beguserai in the Monghyr 
The Subdivisional Officer +f istrict in a case in which one Maharaj Singh was 
— piosecuted by a loval indigo planter. The accused 
was sentenced to three months’ imprisonment, but has been acquitted on appeal 
by the Caleutta High Court. The writer makes the following observations :— 
“Will not the authorities enquire how the Subdivisiunal Officer could 
centence the accused to three months’ imprisonment where no sentence could 
at all be passed? No officer like the Subdivisional Officer of Beguserai 

should be entrusted with the charge of a subdivision.” . — 

13. The Dacca Prakash of the 2nd April complains of the dilatoriness of 
‘ | the Second Subordinate Judge of Dacca. A case 
ae Judge ig pending in hie Court for four years, and he 
quests: postpones the case every time it comes up for 


hearing, requiring the parties to bring no more witnesses in future. 


(d)-- Educu tion. 


14. The Sikshak Suhrid of the 28th March says that Babu Kamini Kumar 

| . Som, Sub Inspector of Schools, Nawabganj thana, 
ud ch a Sub- Dacca, having purchased a share in a text-book 
named Bibidha Path, written by one Mohan Lal 

De, put pressure upon the teachers within his jurisdiction to get the book intro- 
duced in their schools, The teachers made a representation against him to 


the Inspector of Schools, who referred the matter to the Chairman of the- 


District Boa:.d. The matter has been lying before the Chairman for a long 
time and onght to be decided by him without more delay. 

15. A correspondent of the Aitavad: of the 31st March complains against 
the Chittagong District Board. ‘The Board has 
not yet given effect to the Government circular 
requiring it to borrow Rs. 30,000 from the Government and to apply that sum 
to the encouragement of vernacular education m the district. The Board has 
not renewed its grants-in-aid to the vernacular schools, nutwithstanding this 
clear order of the Government. 

Babu Nisi (handra Biswas is the Proprietor and Secretary of the Biswes- 
warl Anglo-Vernacular School in Gujura, a village within the jurisdiction of the 
Raujan thana in the Chittagong district. He took a leading part in the 
agitation against the Boa:d’s resolution to stop grants-in-aid to vernacular 
schools and in the drafting and submission of memorials to the Lieutenant- 
Governor and the Director of Public Instruction For this fault of his the aid 
riven to his school has been cut down by Rs. 5, The Assistant Inspector of the 
district openly admitted that this reduction had been made simply with the view 
of punishing Nisi Babu and that he had not so long given out the truth out of 
fear fur Kailas Babu. Will the authorities enquire why Nisi Babu has been 
punished in this way ? 


Education in Chittaygony. 


(e)—Local Self-Government und Municipal Administration. 


16. The Charu Mihir of the 27th March has been receiving complaints of 
water scarcity from various places in the Mymen- 
singh district, and asks the District Board to adopt 
special measures for relieving the distress. ‘lhe 
Board can spend some money on water-supply without taking the Commis- 
sioner’s sanction, and it should lose no time in setting about the work. _ 

17. The Barisal Aitaishi of the 28th March draws attention to the neglect 
of sanitation by the Barisal Municipality, when 
sanitation is most needed on account of the outbreak 
of cholera in the town. ‘The streets are not pro- 
perly watered, and are, therefore, full of dust, No check is put upon the sale 
of adulterated milk and other adulterated fvod articles and of rotten fish. 
Formerly the Municipal Commissioners used personally to inspect the bazar, 
but of late all inspection of the bazar se: ms to have been discontinued. The 
Chairman’s attention is invited to these ir atters. 


Water scarcity in the Mymen- 
singh district. 


Neglect of sanitation in the 
Barisal Municipality. 
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18. The Murshtdabad Hilaishi of the 29th March says that there being 

only one burning-ghat in the Berhainpore Munici. 
pality in the Mursbidabad district, the residents of 
certain quarters of that town, particularly Saidabad, 
have to undergo the greatest inconvenience in having their dead burnt. Said- 
abad people generally cremate their dead not at the municipal ghat at Khagra, 
which is at a great distance from them, but at the Farasdanga ghat, which igs 
situated beyond the municipal limits and is nearer than the Khagra ghat. 
But the river bank near this ghat has become dangerously steep, owing to the 
denuding action of the river. It will best suit the convenience of the Saidabad 
people if the old ghat at Kunjaghata, Saidabad, is re-opened. Its re opening 
will injure nobody and will in no way affect the sanitation of the locality. 

19. The same paper complains of the neglect of the Kantanagar ward 

of the Berhampore Municipality by the Municipal 
oe the Ber- authorities. In Kantanagar the streets are never 
oe swept or lighted, privies are not cleansed, and the 
rate payers get no water. Nay, the sweepings and refuse from the other wards 
are brought and dep: sited in Kantanagar. If the Municipality does not find 
the rates collected from this ward sufficient for the supply of its municipal 
wants, the ward should be excluded from its area. 
20, The Pallivasi of the 29th March cannot approve of the appointment 
of Babu Kedar Nath Sen, a Municipal Commissioner 
cane Health Officership of the of Kalna, to the Health Officership of that place 
alna Municipality. ; , ; — oe "eS 
especially as he did not give satisfaction last time. 
It may be also asked if a poor place like Kalna can afford to engage a separate 
Health Officer and a separate doctor, simply in anti-ipation of an outbreak of 
plague. A native doctor should be able to perform the duties of both these 
posts. ‘There is no necessity for a Health Orficer at present, because the clean- 
liness of the town, which can be fully taken care of by the ordinary municipal 
establishment, is the only thing a Health Officer has now to look t». 
21. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 31st March complains that the 
) water of the Hooghly near Kaknara is fouled by the 
a ate, fouling of the Hooxhly filth discharged by the local mills. It is simply 
ater at Kaknara. ; : , , 
impossible to use this water. According to expert 
medical opinion, the filth discharged by the Kaknara mills has not fouled the 
water of the Hooghly, but this goes against the experience of the local public. 
Jt is true that the mill-owners have set up hydrants on the streets to supply the 
villagers with pure water, but these hydrants do not in any way benefit the 
village people in the interior. ‘The mill-owners should have the filth discharged 
into the river at a fixed time, or should ‘have it discharged into a tank. That 
the water of the Hooghly has been fouled cannot be gainsaid. ‘The mill-owners 
of Jugaddal have stopped the use of the river water, and are using the filtered 
water supplied hy the neighbouring paper mill. 

22. The Sanjivani of the Ist April savs that the Silchar Municipality in 
Assam is determined to Jay out a park in the 
Narasinhatola quarter of that town in disregard of 
all protests of the rate-payers. The Deputy 
Commissioner of Silchar went to inspect the damage done by a fire in that 
quarter. In the course of his inspection he expressed his regret that more 
huts had not been burnt down, as, in that case, the Municipality would have - 
had to pay very little compensation for the acquisitions necessary to be made 
for a park. Such a heartless remark dropping from the mouth of an official is 
eer to take away the people’s respect for, and confidence in, their 
rulers. 


The burning ghat in the Ber- 
hampore Municipality. 


The question of a park in 
Cilchar town in Assam. 


(g)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


23. A Tangail correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 27th March 

| | urges the necessity of commencing earthwork 0D 

Po Pay in the Mymensingh the road between Karatiya and Basail in the 
Tangail subdivision of the Mymensingh district, 

the track of which was laid 20 years ago, but the construction of which 
has been BO long delayed, The track road, as it exists, can be used without 
much inconvenience in the dry season, but it becomes simply jmpassable 
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‘ns. Last year Mr. Harris ordered the commencement of earth- 
roar ghey apr has ‘aot been carried out. The work is too large to be 
com lished by the Local Board, and, considering that there is no road to the 
a of Karatiya, the District Board should spend two to three thousand rupees 
a year upon this road, which is an extremely important means of communica- 
tion, If the portion of it between Karatiya and angra is not soon constructed, 
the dAk-runners will be the people to suffer the greatest inconvenience. 

24, The correspondent of the Hitavads of the 31st March complains 

against the Station Master of Sitakunda in the 

Tho Station Master of Sita- Chittagong district. His highhandedness and 

kanda. oppression have been, and are daily, experienced 

by pilgrims. Complaints against him are rarely if ever heard by the Railway 

authorities, and even in the cases in which most serious charges have been 

brought against him, he has been let off either with a warning or with fine. 
It is said that even the Health Officer has this year reported against him. 

It is also complained that the Station Master this year entered into some 
arrangement with the pandas and induced the pilgrims, by hook or by crook, to 
patronise the pandas with whom he had come to some agreement. This should 
be brought to the notice of the authorities. | 

No less than 20 or 25 charges have been brought against this Station 
Master, and an enquiry should be made. lf his guilt is proved, he should 
be at once transferred. 


_2)— General. 


25. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 27th March writing from 
Payment of income-tax by the Mymensingh district complains that the people 
money-order in the. Mymensingh jin the mufassal who remit their income-tax to the 
— Treasury by money-order, receive no acknowledg- 
ment for their payment, either from the Treasury or from the Income-tax 
Department, and do not even receive the ordinary acknowledgment from the 
payee through the agency of the post office. This not only causes much 
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anxiety to those who remit their tax in this way, but often involves them in | 


difficulties. Lately a warrant for attachment was issued againsta man who 
had remitted his income-tax by money-order, but had received no acknowledg- 


ment. He had no document on the strength of which he could prevent the 


serving-peon from executing the warrant, 

26. The Hitavadi of the 31st March quotes from an Assam paper which com- 
plains against the Civil Surgeon of Dibrugarh :— 
‘“Qne Muhammad bBepari, a respectable  shop- 
keeper of Dibrugarh, went to the local Jail office to 


The Civil Surgeon of Dibru- 
garh. 


- receive payment for goods supplied. Not finding the Jailor in the office, he 


went to the Jail dispensary where he found the Jail doctor and a clerk and no 
one else. On his way back he came across the Civil Surgeon, who asked him 
the reason of his coming to the Jail office. On being told that he had come to 
receive payment for goods supplied to the jail, the Civil Surgeon at once flew 
into a rage and made a free use of his cane on the shop-keeper’s body. ‘The 
shop-keeper has reported the matter to the Deputy Commissioner instead of 
seeking redress by prosecuting the offending Civil Surgeon.” The Hitavadi 
does not believe all that is written in the Assam paper, but it requests the autho. 
rites to institute an enquiry into the case and punish the Civil Surgeon if his 
guilt is proved. 
27. ‘lhe same paper has the following :— 
aches _ Owing to some defect either in the elective or 
; in the nomination system, unworthy people often 
take their seats in the Legislative Councils. They often get their speeches 


° ‘ oe) 

written by paid Secretaries, and there are among them those who are so 
ignorant of reading and writing English that they get their speeches written 
‘8 well as read by others. the Hon’ble Pandit Suraj Kaul is the member for 
the Punjab. He is quite innocent of English, and yet he had to sit six hours 
in the Council, gorgeously dressed, with the air of one busily engaged. ‘The 
speeches of the Hon'ble Pandit Suraj Kaul and the Hon’ble Nawab Faiyaz 


mi Khan were read by Mr. Carnduff. No mention of this farce, however, 
as b-en made in the newspapers. 
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The Viceroy, in his speech, did not entertain the proposals of reduction 
of taxation, but he neverthless expressed his sympathy with the tax-payers, 
The Government, observed His Excellency, ought not to be so elated with 
joy at the prosperity of one year as to run into a hasty remission of taxation, 
No remission of taxation should be made without a reference to the financial 
condition of the Government. These weighty and reasonable words have 
greatly satisfied us. Let us hope that a remission of taxation will be made 
when the time will come for making such remission. 

In his reply to Mr. Chitnavis, the Viceroy said that he would never 
acquiesce In any reduction of the number of British soldiers in India and that 
he was sure that no such proposal would form a part of the programme of the 
Government of India during his time. ‘lhe Viceroy said these words with 
warmth and firmness, and it is the public impression now that it will be worse 
than useless to appeal to Lord Curzon for a reduction of the number of British 
soldiers in this country. The Viceroy’s decision in the matter does not, how- 
ever, meet with our approval. In our opinion, a reduction of the number of 
British soldiers in India is likely to prove beneficial to Indian finances. But 
opinions differ, and we do not expect that we shall always be able to agree 
with the Viceroy. 

It is a surprise that the Viceroy had nothing to say with reference to 
Sir James Westland’s remarks on the railways. We do not think that the 
Indian railways are not productive. There are, it is true, some railways in 
India, which are unproductive, but these are railways constructed solely for 
strategic purposes, Delleem like the East Indian and Great Peninsular 
Railways are highly paying concerns. 


28. The Sanjivani of the lst April writes as follows :— 

We cannot but thank the Government of Bengal 
for the solicitude it has evinced for the health of 
the province by ordering the inspection of all passengers travelling by rail or 
steamer from Calcutta. ‘Those residents of Calcutta who have occasion to 
leave the town will, no doubt, be put to some inconvenience in consequence of 
this inspection, but their interest is small compare! with the interest of the 
whole province. 

The notification issued by the Government says that ‘' the Medical Officer 
in charge of an inspection station shall on the arrival of a train inspect and 
examine all passengers by such train in such manner and to such extent as he 
thinks necessary, in order to ascertain whether there is reason to believe or 
suspect that such person is or may be infected with plague.” This is a good 
rule, but the power it confers on the Medical Officer may be dreadfully abused. 
Matters will grow very serious if such a Medical Officer does not act very 
cautiously in examining female passengers. Government is well aware of 
the wicked things which happened in Khana junction, and it should see that 
similar occurrences do not take place again. 

For the satisfactory carrying out of the inspection without giving any 
Ht by complaint to passengers, the following suggestions should be 
adopted :— 


(1) None but women should examine women. 

(2) No other male except the male relatives of a detained woman should 
be allowed to enter a detention camp, and all such camps shall be 
guarded by female guards. 

(3) No medical or police officer, who cannot dwell near the place of 
inspection with his wife, shall be employed on inspection duty. 

(4) No officer shall be employed on this duty who is known to be hot- 
tempered and of a loose character. 

(5) At all places where passengers will be liable to be detained, they 
should get habitable rooms, good food and pure drinking-water. 


29. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 2nd “pril has the following :— 
ik Mi Go, Lord Curzon, go to Simla, and enjoy its cool, 
aa Copartere for en air, You are the beloved of the Indian 
people. They admire you, they are praising y0U- 

Do not forget them. Do not banish them from Rb “pt ly Let not Simla 
society change your mind and character. May you return from Simla, the 
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same Lord Curzon—whole and entire—whom the Indian people saw and 
ired in Calcutta. : 

ee is against the Indian people, and they fear lest your generous heart 
be poisoned at the fountain-head during your residence at Simla. At Simla 
your mind will be occupied with foreign affairs, and the Amir will keep you 
continually engaged. But still, we entreat you, do not forget the Indian 

ople. A thousand questions of State policy will claim your attention, but do 
not banish the poor Indian people from your heart, At Simla you will be 
surrounded by evil counsellors, whose name 18 legion, whose power and influ- 
ence are almost irresistible. ‘hey are past masters in the art of flattery. Be 
not misled by them. Let them not rob te of your sympathy with the Indian 
people. It is true that we have unfailing confidence in your firmness and 
impartiality, and we believe that you will not act without seeing everything 
with your own eyes and hearing everything with your own ears. Nothing, 
it is true, can exercise any degrading influence on your exalted mind, but 

ou will be in bad company, and fate has always been against us, May not 
Simla climate and Simla surroundings prejudicially affect your mind and heart 
is our earnest prayer to God. 


A Viceroy of your ability and intelligence never before came to India- 
Yield not to Simla influence. Remain firm and steady during your long resi- 
dence in Simla. 


It is very difficult to rule India well without in any way injuring English 
interests. The Indian people do not want you to promote their interests at 
the cost of English interests. But you are the ruler of three hundred millions 
of people, and it is your paramount duty to protect Indian interests. We are 
like the burnt child which dreads the fire, like the cow which has escaped 
from a burning hut and takes a crimson cloud for a conflagration. ‘The Indian 
people dread Simla society and Simla influence, and your exodus to Simla has 
set them athinking. 


III.—LEqIsiatIve. 


30. The Charu Mihir of the 27th March says that the speech which was 
arene ae a made by Ages Curzon on bs sony hy the pass- 
ord Curzon’s passing © © ine of the Sugar Dut ill has filled the people 
— of India with delight nl excited in their ate a 
hope that the affectionate rule of Lord Ripon will be revived under Lord Curzon. 
Lord Curzon, it is clear, is not the man to let empty discussion or a fruitless 
Commission of Enquiry to stand in the way of the passing of an important 
measure; so he has passed the Bill. The Indian knows not how to praise his 
Lordship for this beneficial measure. It is, however, not so much the imme- 
diate benefit which will accrue from the passing of the Bill, but the sentiment 
of affection for the subject people which led Government to pass it, that is most 
valued by the people of India. Lord Curzon has thus fulfilled his promise 
that he would encourage indigeonous industries, and no one can now doubt 
the sincerity of His Excellency’s utterances. The Indians cannot but feel 
delighted with a kind sympathetic ruler who, in view of the outbreak of 
plague, did not hesitate to visit the worst quarters of Calcutta on foot and who 
could not bear to see the hard labour to which the clerks of his own Secretariat 
were subjected. | 
, If the Indians had not lived under a powerful Government like the 
British Government, the introduction of the Sugar Duty Bill into the Council 
would have led Germany and Austria to send men-of-war to the Indian waters. 
As it is, Germany must content herself with holding out the threat of imposing 
duties on all Indian goods which are imported into Germany. But the threat 
has no fear to produce; for, if Germany really imposes such duties, the 
Government of India will not be slow to retaliate, and if the Government of 
India does retaliate, Germany will be a greater loser than India. None who has 
departed from the principles of free-trade by propping up its own sugar 
industry with bounties can object to the Government of India’s countervailing 
duties on bounty-fed sugar for the protection of India’s sugar industry. 
The new course taken up by Lord Curzon in the interest of Indian 
agriculture and Indian industry will be productive of great good to the 
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country. The people of India see that under Lord Curzon they will have 


many new lines of labour opened out to them. 

31. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 31st March writes as follows 

with reference to the proposed mining legisla. 

The proposed mining legisla- tign :— 
_ Female labourers working in mines generally 
take their children below four years down into the pits and leave them to 
the care of children above that age, but not exceeding ten years. These 
children of ten years or a little under that age are also often employed in 
dewatering the pits that may be filled with water. They help their parents 
in various ways and learn from them the work of a miner. The health of 
these children does not suffer because of this confinement in the pits. Nay, 
their health is seen to improve by working in the mines; their chests widen 
and their arms become round and muscular as soon as they attain puberty. 

The coal mines have often to suffer from defective labour-supply. We 
expected that the Labour Commission which was appointed in 1896 would do 
something to solve the labour problem. But our expectation is still far from 
being realised. During the last famine the miners worked in the coal-mines 
with their families and fared much better than agriculturists and other 
labourers. Why then this proposed legislation for restricting mining labour? 

32. The Bangavasi of the 1st April has the following with reference to 

the Viceroy’s speech on the occasion of the pass- 
Lord Curzon and the Sugar ing of the Sugar Duty Bill:-— 
Duty Act. Th ° ° , 
ere are passages in the Viceroy’s speech 
delivered on the occasion of the passing of the Sugar Duty Bill which have 
exceedingly delighted us. Here is one of such passages :-— 

‘Now, this is a state of affairs which neither the Government of India 
nor I, as the head of that Government, from whatever point of view we ma 
reyard it, can contentedly accept. If we look at it fromthe point of view of 
the agriculturist, we cannot sit still and look on while he is impoverished by 
the economic exigencies of continental nations. If we regard it from the 
point of view of native manufactures, what would be the meaning and value 
the speeches which I have made since I came to India about the encouraye- 
ment of native enterprise, if I were to acquiesce in the tacit suppression of 
this promising branch of indigenous industry? We ought, on the contrary, 
I think, to stimulate and to encourage its development by every means in our 
power. Finally, if I approach the question from the point of view of the 
Government, while we should be strangely constituted if we could contemplate 
with equanimity the preventible growth of an agrarian and industrial 
grievance, which must sharply react upon the general prosperity of the people; 
we should also be poor stewards of our own estate if we were to acquiesce in 
a condition of affairs that must detrimentally affect both the land assessments 
and. the canal returns, and in this way jeopardise the ultimate revenues of the 
State.” 

These are, indeed, words worthy of a Viceroy. Being the head of the 
Government of India, Lord Curzon cannot and should not do anything which 
is likely to injure Indian interests. He should cunsult the interests of India 
and of India alone. He should not injure the interests of India even for the 
sake of Engiand. It is to be hoped that Lord Curzon will consistently and 


persistently pursue the policy which he has adopted in the case of the Sugar 
Duty Act. 


yep 


33. The Sanjivant of the Ist April writes as follows:— 


Incivility in the Imperial Legis .- : Not one of the proposals made by the Maha- 

eae P 5" raja of Darbhanga in the course of the debate on 

) the budget was unreasonable. One is therefore 

all the more surprised to read the rude replies given to His Highness by Sir 

James Westland. The language used by the Finance Member in the Courcil 

Chamber and in the presence of Her Majesty’s Viceroy was such as is seldom 
used even by low class men. ) 


In reply to the Maharaja’s proposals in regard to third-class railway 
passengers, Sir James Westland said: ‘Railways as a whole in this country 
do not pay ; the net earnings of thie railways fall short by about two crores of 
the interest we have tu pay upon the capital. If railways are running at a loss, 
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be borne in mind before we reduce rates‘or introduce new con- 
cost to the revenue.” Well, if railways are worked at a loss 
why is the Government so anxious to construct lines on its own 


that loss must 
veniences at a 


in this count ° ; 
° eee \ eae of allowing private English Companies, who are so anxious to 


their construction, to take up the work? It is not certainly proper 
oo Gane first-class passengers soutelinile little to the railway revenue, first- 


“aces should be fitted up with all possible appliances tending to comfort 
ak eae, whilst third-class passengers, who pay the bulk of the revenue 
derived from passenger traffic, should go without even water-closets in their 
carriages and be huddled up in compartments like pigs in their sties. However, 
we are not going to find fault with Sir James estland for his reply to this 


portion of the Maharaja’s proposals. oad is ek fa fal 

he proposal of increasing the salaries of the High Court Judges, 
py ty the Mehareia of Desbhanga and Sir Griffith Evans, Sir James 
replied: —‘‘If a good enough man can be had for Rs. 5,000, why pay him 
Rs, 6,000? It may be asked if it is safe to judge High Court Judges by this 
standard. To my thinking it is. But I would rather drop the question of 
the High Court Judges, because it is a ticklish question.” 


The Judges of the High Court are not certainly men inferior in ability 
to the Finance Member of the Viceroy’s Council. Still, what the Finance 
Member said about them means in plain language: ‘The salary of Rs. 45,000 
a year is enough for a man of the class to which you belong. We have got 
you for Rs. 45,000 a year, why then should we pay you more ’’? If this is the 
principle by which Government is guided in fixing the salaries of the High 
Court Judges, why not apply the same principle to every branch of the public 
service? Civilians enter the service on Rs. 400 a month, but men of their 
attainments can be had for Rs. 200 a month. Why then pay them Rs. 400? 
A man of Sir James’ own ability and attainments can certainly be had for 
Rs. 40,000 or Rs. 50,000 a year. Why then does he take Rs. 67,800 a year 
from the Indian exchequer? What becomes of the principle which guides 
him in fixing the salaries of the High Court Judges if his own salary is judged 
by it? 

The High Court Judges, however, are for the most part Europeans, and 
the Finance Member could not but speak of them with the highest respect. 
But when he came to the question of the salaries of the Munsifs and Subordi- 
nate Judges, he seemed to become very flippant. He said: ‘1 certainly do not 
agree in the claims made on behalf of the Subordinate Judges and ministerial 
oficers. I have often heard the expressions used ‘hard-worked and underpaid.’ 
I cannot possibly agree that any officer is overworked who works between 220 
and 230 daysina year. ‘They work hard more or less during that time.” Sir 
James gave an improper scope to his tongue when he spoke of this class of 
officers. But he did not evidently know that Munsifs and Subordinate Judges, 
besides working during office hours, have regularly to work at home. It was 
not proper for an official so ignorant of the mint | performed by Munsifs and 
Subordinate Judges to speak tauntingly of those hard-worked men. 


In refusing the Maharaja of Darbhanga’s prayer for an increase in the 
salaries of the ministerial establishments, Sir James Westland said: “ This 
question has been raised and has been long argued in Bengal. ‘The minis- 
terial officers can get all the native papers to state their case and sav 
that it is very hard they shall have to do their work on Rs. 30 a month. 
I would ask the Hon’ble Mr. Allan Arthur whether he paid his newly-joined 
clerks more than Rs. 30 a month? The Maharaja of Darbhanga said that we 
should increase the salaries of these officers, because they had big families. 
I think they ought to restrain their procreative proclivities. So long as 
we could get any number of men at Rs. 30 a month, I cannot see how we would 
be justified in paying out of the public purse Rs, 40 or Rs. 50 a month, because 
these men had large families and weuld like to live well.” Here Sir James 
° to the climax of incivility. The Finance Member evidently thought that 
ov were busily engaged in begetting children, and therefore had large 
> gy Well, a European is not expected to know that a Hindu clerk’s 
a y consists not only of himself, his wife and his children, but also of his 
ather, mother, brothers, sisters, nephews and nieces. A man like Sir James 
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Westland, however, who has lived thirty-six years in Bengal, ought to have 


known this. 
Sir James’ speech was interminable. Can a man refrain from talking 


when he has to talk about poor clerks? He said: “It is a serious businegg ¢, 
give all Government servants an increase from Rs. 30 to Rs. 50 per mensem, 
I do not know how many thousands of clerks there are in Bengal. If tho 
salaries of all clerks employed in Bengal were increased, it would make a 
big hole in the estimates of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, A (Con. 
mittee was once appointed in Bengal to consider the question of the increase 
of pay of clerks. It reported in favour of an increase, because, it said, that 
the price of rice had become ten times, the price of other food articles 
twenty times, and the prices of salt, oil, ghee, pepper and other condiments 
two hundred’ and thirty times what they were before. This calculation jg 
preposterous. The quantity of condiments consumed by &man is extremely 
small, and a rise in their price cannot, therefore, be said to have made the 
cost of living dear.” 

We do not know whether to laugh or to weep over the Finance Member’s 
ignorance of the life and habits of the people. Does he really mean to say 
that a Bengali’s expense on oil, ghee, salt, pepper and condiments is small? It 
is men like these who are the wielders of our destinies ! 

Sir James could not agree with the Maharaja of Darbhanga that the cost of 
clothes has risen of recent years. ‘‘ Dress costs more now,” said he, ‘not because 
the price of cotton cloths has risen, but because the clerks now-a-days dress 
more finely than they did in the past.” Really Sir James does not like the 
clerks to dress well. No, poor Bengalis as they are, the clerks should have 
nothing for dress. but rags. 

34, The Dacca Prakash of the 2nd April has the following with reference 
to the Sugar Duty Act:— 

It is said that Lord Curzon spoke man 
hopeful words on the occasion of the passing of the Sugar Duty Bill. It is 
said that His Excellency has made up his mind to protect Indian industries 
against foreign competition. If this is true, we offer His Excellency our 
heartful gratitude and anxiously wait to see his hopeful assurances carried 
into effect. 

The new sugar duty will benefit the Government to some extent and 
may check the importation of bounty-fed sugar from Germany and other Conti- 
nental countries, but we do vot think that it will materially improve the condi- 
tion of sugar manufacture in India. Sugar from China and Mauritius, which 
is not bounty-fed, will not cease to come, but may be imported on a larger 
scale than at present. The price of sugar will also rise, thereby decreasing 
the demand for this commodity. The law passed by the Government is not 
therefore likely to materially benefit Indian sugar. To materially benefit 
Indian sugar, the Government should do one thing. It should try by all 
means to encourage the cultivation of sugarcane on a larger scale. For this 
purpose, it should amend section 8 of the Tenancy Act on the lines suggested 
by us and should also introduce a section in the same Act to be drafted in the 
manner following :— 

“If a ralyat has in his possession land on which potato and sugarcane 
can be profitably grown, and if it appears that the raiyat does not grow these 
crops simply through indolence, he shall be bound by law to grow them. The 
landlord shall serve the raiyat with a notice informing him that, on his failure 
to grow the shot asada crops, the land will be resumed by him. If 
within a year from the service of this notice the raiyat fails to grow the 
required crops, his land shall be resumed by the landlord, and may be leased 
out to another raiyat. But, if neither of them grow the required crops within 
one year from such resumption, or if the growing of such crops prove to be 
less profitable than the growing of other crops, the land will again revert to 
the original raiyat, and his loss, if any, shall be made good by the landlord 
or the raiyat into whose temporary possession it had passed. if the land m 
question be owned jointly by more than one landlord, any of them may take 
the initiative.” 

Some such provision as the above is sure to increase sugarcane cultivation 


and sugar manufacture in India, leading to a large export of sugar to foreign 
countries, 


The Sugar Duty Act. 
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Wild boars are also a great enemy to sugarcane cultivation. The people 
being disarmed and licenses for fire-arms not being freely given, it has become 


impossible to destroy these pests. 


VI.—MISscELLANEOUS, 


35. The Indian people, writes the Hitavadi of the 31st March, are 
not at all sorry to bid adieu to Mr. Chalmers and 

Mr. _— and Sir James Gir James Westland. Sir James Westland has done 
Loe sna us no good. The Sedition Law of Mr. Chalmers 
and the Circular of Sir James Westland regarding the appointment of 
Europeans in place of natives will long remain in the memory of the Indian 
public. 


36. The same paper writes as follows :— 
A correspondent writes that the Hindus and 


sal ds callieds of the Hindus ‘their religion have been assailed in a Christian 

paper. This paper is not certainly looked upon 
by the native Christian community as their ideal, and we have nuthing to say 
with reference to its comments upon the Hindus. According to this paper, 
our gods are represented to be of such a low character that no respectable 
Hindu will take his mother or wife, sister or daughter, to their presence. The 
writer of this article in the Christian paper need not trouble his head about 
the Hindu religion, but we promise to contribute Rs. 100 to any charity that 
he will name if he can induce a respectable Christian to read out to his wife 
“ daughter, mother or sister, certain passages from the Bible to be pointed out 
y us, 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE Bengal Translator. 
? 


Lhe 8th April, 1899. 


T. H. @.—Reg. No. 115C -77—19.4.99. 


HITAVADI, 
March 31st, 1899. 
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